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This essay is intended to further reach out Ethiopians at home and in the Diaspora in an
effort to emancipate themselves from narrow ethno-politics that has virtually gripped the
minds of political groupings, apparently vocal and avowed opposition but that altogether
lacks unity.

The lack of unity among Ethiopian opposition groups, as I have indicated several times
elsewhere, boils down to 1) lack of higher level of political consciousness among the
average Diaspora groupings; 2) lack of vision among the so-called leaders of the
Diaspora opposition; 3) a diminished national and patriotic commitment as opposed to
the forefathers who fought gallantly to preserve Ethiopian sovereignty and independence;
4) inability of Ethiopians to transcend their narrow ethnic affiliation and foster an all-
Ethiopia agenda; and 5) willingly promoting ethnic associations that precludes a higher
form of Ethiopian unity.

In order to overcome the above problems thus, I am inviting Ethiopians, wherever they
may be, to carefully read the vision of Kebede Michael and seriously consider the current
prevailing narrow and annoying hate politics. There are hundreds of Ethiopian visionaries
as I have noted in my article entitled Saluting the Wonderful Ethiopian Intellectuals, but I
have chosen Kebede Michael for this particular essay because I am concerned about the
increasingly eroded unity of Diaspora Ethiopians and Ethiopia’s genuine transformation
for the better. Moreover, Kebede Michael uniquely combines both patriotism and
development vision as demonstrated in his book, How Japan Became Civilized (8.7
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For those young Ethiopians who were born in the Diaspora and who could not read and
write Ambharic, I am earnestly asking their parents to translate the following excerpts
from Kebede Michael’s book:
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