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This essay, as its title suggests, intends to discuss the significance and
preponderance of an overarching Ethiopian nationalism over narrow ethnic
nationalism. This is not the first time | have addressed a pan-Ethiopian agenda
that is more inclusive vis-a-vis exclusive or divisive ethnocentric politics; | have
indeed produced many similar articles in the past , some of which are: 1)

ARTERP PNE P7Ath NF4+8 aPePA PUATT AALTT 10 (2006); 2)
PtrIRNU+TITT eMNN NACH35F ALIG 1T 3) Beyond Ethnocentric Ideology
and Paradigm Shift for A Greater Ethiopian Unity.’

The above mentioned articles, including the present essay, propose and
underscore one strong unified Ethiopia as well as the unity and solidarity of
the Ethiopian people, without undermining the self-determination (short of
secession) of the various Ethiopian nationalities. After centuries of
evolutionary process, the many linguistic groups that make up Ethiopia
forged a common Ethiopian identity (hence “people” instead of “peoples”).
Consequently, Ethiopians expressly and proudly demonstrate their identity
by saying “I am Ethiopian” instead of saying I am Amhara, Tigrayan, Afar,
Oromo, or Gambella. There is nothing wrong for Ethiopians to identify
themselves by their ethnic “nationhood”, but the problem arises when
ethnic sentiments are overemphasized and exaggerated to the extent of
being resentful to other nationalities.

An inflated and overblown ethno-nationalism is dangerous and it can lead
to animosity and civil strife. By contrast, the Ethiopian identity incorporates
a pan-Ethiopian psychological makeup and there is no room for disliking,
hating, and/or resenting other ethnic groups. It logically follows, thus, that
the pan-Ethiopian agenda, at least theoretically, accommodates the
interests of all nationalities on equal footing.



At this juncture of Ethiopian history and in light of globalization where
transnational corporations (TNCs) predominate and have a tight grip on the
global economy, a pan-Ethiopian agenda would be imperative, because
only a unified Ethiopian nation can bring about peace and progress to
Ethiopians; and only a pan-Ethiopian agenda can enable Ethiopia to prevail,
if not compete, in the global economy; only a unified Ethiopia can play a
constructive and positive role in safequarding the interests of the Ethiopian
people; only a unified and strong Ethiopia can strengthen the pan-African
political program of the African Union. By contrast, ethnocentric politics, a
more negative and toxic agenda of ethno-nationalists, goes against reason
and the general trend of progress, and contravenes the constructive
contributions of the pan-Ethiopian agenda.

How can we then reconcile pan-Ethiopian nationalism and ethnocentric
nationalism? In order to meaningfully answer this question, it is first
important to critically examine the essential differences between “primitive”
or traditional societies/communities and modern nation-states. Unless we
understand what exactly characterize traditional and modern communities,
we will have a hard time understanding narrow and cosmopolitan outlooks
respectively.

In order to have a full grasp of the elements or factors that shape and
characterize traditional and modern communities, it is important to follow
the methodological rigor Emile Durkheim employed in analyzing societies.
Durkheim, credited for being the founder of sociology, while discussing
social cohesion and collective consciousness, attributes ‘mechanical
solidarity’ to traditional societies and ‘organic solidarity’ to modern
societies. Mechanical solidarity is based on similarity, that is to say everyone
in traditional community is alike; and they have the same experience, views,
and feelings. By contrast, in organic solidarity cohesion is based on



differentiation and interdependence. While mechanical solidarity is mono-
cultural (think of a village in Gojjam or Tigray), organic solidarity is
essentially multicultural (think of Addis Ababa and other major cities in
Ethiopia or Ethiopia as a whole). In mechanical solidarity, the members of
the community have same psychological makeup; in organic solidarity, as
Durkheim aptly put it, “people can live together and feel solidarity without
all having to think and act alike.”

Now, based on the paradigms discussed above, if we put to test our
country Ethiopia, we can safely assume that the larger Ethiopian society
hosts both mechanical and organic solidarities; the former is manifested at
village level and the latter at major cities and national levels. But given the
general trend of history and the nascent hegemony of globalization, we
have no choice but to prioritize and reinforce our organic solidarity. On the
other hand, if we opt in embracing mechanical solidarity and willingly
degenerate to narrow ethnocentric nationalism, then we must realize that
we have just signed our death warrant voluntarily.

Ethiopia is not unique in being multi-ethnic and multicultural. All nations in
the world, with some exceptions, are multi-ethnic, although Western
societies exhibit more organic solidarity, thanks in large measure to
capitalism that has created political and economic uniformity. However,
some Western nations lack uniformity in languages and cultures and yet
they are unified under the same market economy and political philosophy
that promotes their national interests. A good example of the latter are:
Switzerland with four official languages, namely German, Italian, French,
and Romansh; Belgium with two languages (French and Flemish); and the
United Kingdom or Great Britain with four autonomous regions (England,
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland).



Once Ethiopians entertain their collective consciousness via organic
solidarity, they will begin to appreciate and celebrate their diversity in spite
of their linguistic and cultural differences. Moreover, Ethiopians will realize
that their country is indeed a tapestry and a garden salad at the same time.
When 1 taught ‘The World as a Total System’ (undergraduate) and
‘International Diversity and Integration’ (graduate) at Central Connecticut
State University, 1 instructed my students to explore the commonality
between nations and cultures across the globe; in due course of their
research, they found out so many factors (e.g. non-verbal communication
gestures) that can tie up human societies than the differences in cultures
that can push them apart. If this is the case around the globe, then
respective nations (including Ethiopia), which are part of the World as a
Total System, also must exhibit organic solidarity.

Going back to the metaphors of tapestry and garden salad, metaphors that
I borrowed from Myron W. Lustig and Jolene Koester's book entitled
Intercultural Competence, 1 like to elaborate these paradigmatic notions
and show the reader how Ethiopia fits into the framework of the
metaphors. Lustig and Koester define the Tapestry metaphor as “a
decorative cloth made up of many strands of thread.... Each thread is akin
to a person, and groups of similar threads are analogous to a culture. Of
course, the types of threads differ in many ways; their thickness,
smoothness, color, texture, and strength may vary.” And they define the

"

Garden Salad metaphor as “..distinct cultures that are blended into a

unique mixture.... A salad contains a blend of ingredients, and it provides a

unique combination of tints, textures, and tastes that tempt the palate.”

Ethiopia very well fits into the metaphors mentioned above, in which
diversity is enmeshed into either the tapestry or the salad, or both. Through
its long history, Ethiopia not only hosted seven dozen of linguistic groups



but also served as a fabric that uniquely reflects the different threads of
these ethnic groups who have been interacting and blending for thousands
of years. If Ethiopia is an admixture of both metaphors, why is it then that
some Ethiopians seem to gravitate toward ethnocentric politics and are
even rallied around mechanical solidarity? Is it because they lack political
consciousness or are oblivious to the patriotic zeal and fierce sense of
independence of their fathers and mothers? Or is it the lack thereof of
both?

During the golden days, when I was a student at Haile Selassie I University
(now Addis Ababa University), the Ethiopian Student Movement (ESM)
under the leadership of the University Students Union of Addis Ababa
(USUAA) fostered a miniature Ethiopia of unified students that have come
from different corners of Ethiopia. USUAA was an embodiment of a unified
Ethiopia exemplified by a determined student body with the highest
political consciousness. The students promoted a pan-Ethiopian agenda
while at the same time raised the question of nationalities (sometimes
excessively), among many other issues, including ‘land to the tiller".

Rallied around USUAA, we students were ethnic-blind and we did not care
whether one belongs to this or that nationality. For us, Ethiopia comes first
and the Ethiopian identity was what mattered then, and based on this
national identity we were proactively engaged in challenging the
Government of Emperor Haile Selassie. Our political slogans and demands
frightened the status quo in general and the regime in power in particular;
and the government attempted to instigate ethnic conflict but was not
successful, although there were isolated ethnic quarrels at Ba'eda Mariam
Laboratory School, Bahir Dar Polytechnic, and Harar Teachers Training
Institute. The student leaders immediately took action and quelled the
spontaneous ethnic clashes among students in the above mentioned



campuses. Students were triumphant not only on the regime that tried to
divide them but also in upholding the sacrosanct Ethiopian agenda.

What happened now? Where has that great legacy of the ESM gone? To
answer these questions and the questions I already posed earlier, it is
imperative that we dwell on the cause of the current ethnocentric politics.
When the EPRDF came to power in 1991, it divided up Ethiopia into nine
autonomous regional states based on language and ethnicity. During that
time, although I thought the EPRDF transitional government of Ethiopia
(TGE) policy of federalism was designed to resolve the question of
nationalities that we students have demanded before the 1974 Ethiopian
Revolution, on second thought I felt that Article 39 of the constitution, that
empowered the regional states to secede, could in fact undermine the unity
of Ethiopia and could even create havoc to its sovereignty and territorial
integrity. Therefore in my debut book (1995), I argued the following:

The TGE's policy of Kilil is commendable but the consequence of
fragmentation as a result of new wave of ethnic political consciousness and
the inability of some minority nationalities to become economically and
politically viable, would ultimately preoccupy Ethiopians to otherwise
unforeseen problem.

As [ have predicted 21 years ago, ethnic political consciousness in Ethiopia
and among Diaspora Ethiopian communities is now at its apex, although
narrow ethno-nationalism has been creeping and building up since the
formation of the regional states. Quite obviously, thus, the original sin or
the etiology for ethnocentric politics is the EPRDF’s agenda of demarcating
Ethiopia based on languages and ethnicity and establishing mono-cultural
regional states. The attendant ethnic identity of the regional states could
now be seen as the unintended consequence of EPRDF's federalism that
encouraged mechanical solidarity and diminished organic solidarity. While



the EPRDF must be congratulated for liberating hitherto forgotten and
oppressed nationalities like Gambella, Beni Shangul Gumuz, Afar, Somali,
and plethora of other sub-nationalities in the Southern Regional State, it
should also be acknowledged that ethnic animosity has now become the
vogue in Ethiopia following ethnic-related restructured Ethiopia. However,
of all the regional states, it is in the Oromia Regional State that narrow
ethnocentric politics is grossly entertained; in this regional state, the native
residents don’t want to communicate in Amharic, the official lingua franca
of Ethiopia; they have adopted Latin alphabets (that the majority of Oromo
peasants don't understand) for Afan Oromo as opposed to Geez Fidel
(Ethiopian alphabets that most Oromo are familiar with and understand). Is
this not a good example of diminishing a pan-Ethiopian nationalism and
replacing it with narrow ethno-nationalism? If we answer this question in
the affirmative, we should neither be surprised by the recent Oromo
protestation nor blame the protesters, because the latter's psychological
makeup is akin to mechanical solidarity that is readily available on their
environs; a psychological makeup engendered by the demarcation of
Ethiopia based on ethnicity.

As of recent, a lot of Ethiopians, including some intellectuals in the
Diaspora, EPRDF officials, former TPLF/EPRDF officials, and former Derg
members have spoken out in regards to the problems and dangers of
ethnic politics, and the remainder of this article will critically examine the
ideas and proposals of these commentators.

One of the above commentators is Ato Abay Tsehaye, an EPRDF high
ranking official, adviser to the Prime Minister, and one of the founders of
the TPLF. Ato Abay, has been openly discussing the strengths and
weaknesses of the EPRDF for the last two years or so; in the 2015 pre-
election debates, for instance, he admitted that there is insurmountable



corruption within the EPRDF in particular and the Government in General;
and in the recent interview he conducted with Aiga Forum, he frankly told
us that his party is troubled by undemocratic practices while he confidently
asserted the Government’s achievement in the foundational economy.

I am gratified that finally the EPRDF admitted its weakness in regards to the
promotion of democracy although for two decades it entertained an
obscure policy spectrum of “revolutionary democracy” and/or "democratic
developmental state”. Despite its claim of democracy, however, it is a well
known fact that the EPRDF trampled over democracy by alienating the
opposition parties in Ethiopia and by declaring a 100% victory in the 2015
election. It is also an established fact that EPRDF's state, euphemistically
named developmental state, actually is a one-party dictatorship.

I can say now [ am vindicated by Ato Abay’s own admission of the lack of
democracy in Ethiopia, because I have dealt with this problem in its macro
sense (lack of democratic culture in the government and in the larger
Ethiopian society) in my earlier articles and my most recent book. For
instance, in a review I wrote on Meles Zenawi's (MZ) thesis entitled “African
Development: Dead Ends and New Beginnings”, I argued, “How is Mr.
Zenawi going to reconcile the virtual absence of democracy in Africa with
the rich democratic culture of Northern Italy? Moreover, the Ethiopian
political landscape of the last fifteen years [now two decades], have not
witnessed a climate of democracy and tolerance, and unless MZ is
anticipating a democratic Ethiopia of the future and his associates and
himself are ready to lay the cornerstone for such a future, zero-sum politics
will continue unabated in Ethiopian political culture.”

In a similar vein to the above critique that was written in 2006 but was
incorporated as a chapter in my book in 2013, I have also argued the
following:



Democracy as understood and practiced in the West or even in India and
Botswana does not exist in Ethiopia. To be sure, the current government of
Ethiopia presided over by the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF) party allowed a modicum of democratic culture
such as elections and free press, but it also took contradictory measures at
suppressing the democratic rights of the opposition perceived as actual
threats. Moreover, political parties contesting elections are unable to enjoy
rights in mobilizing public support and against the seating government, the
elected legislature is dominated by the EPRDF cadres; electoral procedure
and the Electoral Board are controlled by the ruling party; civic
organizations that could potentially challenge the status quo are not
allowed to organize at a national level the free press is suppressed and
editors are sent to jail if they are “too critical” of the government. As a
result the initial promise of the EPRDF of implementing democracy in
Ethiopia has been indefinitely delayed?

What is most important is not my critical observation of Ethiopian politics
as shown above; what is crucial is Abay Tsehaye's criticism of his own party,
which I hope his colleagues also endorse his ideas. But what the EPRDF still
did not realize is that its artificially imposed policies could become a recipe
for disaster, and it never thought that the Ethiopian people could challenge
the status quo in the form of uprising or insurrection, or spontaneous
protestations as it happened in the Oromia, Konso, and Gonder areas. Long
before these protestations, however, it was in Tigray that the government
encountered criticism in town-hall meetings in Adwa, Adigrat, and Wukro;
the people openly told the local officials that they did not get any
government provisions as promised and they have no confidence in the
government. Incidentally, as we shall see later, these anti-government
commotions have not yet assumed the level of an organized people’s
uprising.



On the other hand, and in spite of the lack of democracy in Ethiopia and
obdurate style of governance of the regime in power, the EPRDF has made
spectacular achievements in the overall development of Ethiopia. Some
intellectuals, not to mention the relatively uninitiated Diaspora opposition
groupings, don't want to give credit to the EPRDF with respect to the
changes that took place in Ethiopia in the last two decades, because they
harbor the paradox of mental vision manifested in insanity and senseless
emotions. I am not trying here to give a face lift to the EPRDF; I am just
trying to be objective and fulfill my scholarly obligations; and to be sure I
have given credit to the Derg as well in my debut book.

Whether we acknowledge it or not, the EPRDF laid down the basic
foundational economy that could enable Ethiopia to make a transition from
a predominantly agricultural economy to an industrial manufacturing
sector. In the last two decades the Government has built numerous roads
and bridges that connected all Ethiopian regions; clinics, schools, and
electricity that have now reinforced rural development; colleges and
universities that have now quadrupled in number compared to the Derg
period; there are now 33 universities throughout Ethiopia and evenly
distributed in all the regional states and this a remarkable stride in
educational development although quality education remains a major
challenge. On top of the above mentioned development-related initiatives,
major projects that could also boost the Ethiopian economy are the
Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway; the Addis Ababa City light rail, and other
railroads that are under construction; one major dam, Gilgel Gibe III that is
complete and the Millennium or Renaissance Dam that is in full swing and
almost near completion. Moreover, industrial parks like that of Hawassa and
Kombelcha are also significant in terms of employment and mass
production capacity that will enable Ethiopia to play a major role in export
and trade at least at regional and continental levels.



However, if the political crisis continues unabated and the EPRDF
Government does not take necessary measures to mitigate or overcome
ethnic confrontations, the economic achievements scored so far could be
lost, and as some observers expressed concerns Ethiopia could be heading
toward instability and civil strife. Some of these observers are former Air
Force chief General Abebe Teklehaimanot; former Chief of Staff General
Tsadkan; and former Derg member Major Dawit Woldegiorgis.

Abebe Teklehaimanot argues, Derg-style governance is on the rise and
democracy is being extinguished in Ethiopia and he appeals to the
Ethiopian people to be vigilant. His commentary is written in Amharic and
in order to preserve its authenticity, I will present it here in its originality.
Here is how he put it:

PATERP AHNT hUal @6 ATTIHI® MAT BIRLPA: PACT® UHNF
L. NNPP ATPNPAL P2 TF UHNTF &IPN4NLP T4 NTFo14-L L9 AT
ATPNNTLE BL7F B9PNLNPP ATPNSAL PhIN UHNT &9°PNNPP PR AL
AN ADNS BFAN: THO TCt $TA LIS ML 3A APTIL 1M Nepeg. DAP
TAtNP F9C (political crisis) AA:z BPFI® LUTT F9C a4+t PANT A1
a3 nFP NPy aRY1L ATE hH O-¢h, NP B35 aPy PANTI™:;

In a nutshell, Major General Abebe believes that the democratic movements
of the Oromo, Qemant, Tigray, and Konso are manifestations of the political
crisis in Ethiopia and he suggests that this crisis must be resolved within the
framework of the constitution and not outside it. He is in effect proposing a
peaceful rather than violent resolution to the crisis.

Major General Abebe also critically examines the lack of constitutionally
mandated operations within the EPRDF and seems to abhor the current
seemingly outshining role of the military; he implicitly states that
“eliminating” some via power struggle within the EPRDF is imminent. He



does not rule out coup d'etat within the EPRDF, engineered by itself. Read
what he wrote in Amharic between lines:

2CF NUAT A-Ah? @F90FP ACST-PAR NPT a2F78 AhAT 2FAA:
ATREM N9As DL 3PN ADYoINF aqp/9) - FATG M PUMAT THANAL
Nt NAIE NAURSS 9°AC NT MLID £RTM7 dBdRCP NAPAMFTS
NMNLLdt "Ahd APTING AR DT ANAT ADCET" OH+ NMAT AU
EFAA: NECE+ NAG U3 2U ALFAT® MAT PPUTT 10 PIITNT Y0 NGA
ANTDANT P+827 TIA 2UTT ATINZTIN ATELT ®MIed AANTE AUALY
PAD FoC NA+TARAPPAT ATITIINFE NPT AR hUHNTT AT AdeT
TCHEPF +UF ao F+ PANT F8L 10r-E PAGRIIR P FLC MAP TN IF:°

The second commentator (in right order as per date of publication of their
viewpoints) is Major Dawit Woldegiorgis, a former Derg member, one time
governor of Eritrea, and who presided over the Ethiopian Relief during
1984/85 famine in Ethiopia. Like many of us who are concerned about the
stability of Ethiopia and the welfare of the Ethiopian people, Major Dawit
too has sincere concerns. He has written a piece on the possible Ethiopian
ethnic civil strife likened to that of Rwanda, if necessary precautions are not
taken and solutions are not made ahead of time. Here is how Major Dawit
put it:

The genocide in Rwanda happened because of ethnic politics and state
sanctioned incitement to hate and kill...The situation in Ethiopia has not
reached that level yet but if it is allowed to reach that level there is no way
to stop it...Ethiopian leaders are accountable for what is happening now
and worse on what may happen unless remedial measures are taken...The
damage done on the relationship between the various groups in Ethiopia is
grave and warrants the intervention of the international community to exert
meaningful pressure to stop this build up tensions that could lead to a
catastrophic end with severe consequences that dwarf the Rwanda



genocide. The government should be made accountable and be willing to
take steps that could restore sanity and heal the gaping wounds. For this to
happen, Ethiopia needs leaders who are not consumed with narrow ethnic
and personal interests but leaders who capitalize on the common thread
that binds the people and the common vision for unity and democracy.’

Major Dawit’s caveat should be taken seriously and all Ethiopians who love
their country must collectively strive toward promoting national
reconciliation that could effectively counter the present ethnic animosity
and fanatic and narrow ethnocentric politics. However, while I agree with
the basic tenet of Major Dawit’'s analysis of the Ethiopian situation,
accountability with respect to the grave problem that has countenanced
our country should not be squared on the government only; we should all
be accountable, but more specifically the opposition groupings in Ethiopia
and the Diaspora as well as media outlets like ESAT should be accountable
as well. Moreover, while I very well understand Dawit's genuine concerns
(and who would doubt the current negative climate in Ethiopia), I don't
think Ethiopia will be heading toward a major fratricidal genocidal warfare
that could dwarf the Rwandan genocide, and I say this for two main
reasons: 1) the history and experience of Rwanda, Somalia, and South
Sudan are utterly different from that of Ethiopia; while the former three
countries were artificially inseminated by the former colonizers and they
were haphazardly made into nation-states from essentially pastoral and
cattle breeding societies, Ethiopia had a unique civilization of antiquity and
the medieval period chiefly characterized by sedentary agriculture that, in
turn, gave rise to a multi-ethnic Ethiopian nation-state, as I have reasoned
at the beginning of this article; and 2) there is no history of genocide in
Ethiopia thus far save the civil wars like the period of the Era of Princes, in
which regional lords fought for power for nearly six and half decades (1769-
1855). This was not a war of people against people, or ethnic conflict, or



tribal warfare as we have witnessed elsewhere; it was a war for hegemony in
which one lord could aspire to become the king of Ethiopia and ultimately
that one man became the magnificent Emperor Tewodros who reunited
Ethiopia. One other disagreement I have with Major Dawit is on his
proposal for “international intervention” in Ethiopian affairs. 1 believe
Ethiopians are capable of resolving the present contradictions that have
surfaced in the form of ethnocentric politics, but it will require patriotic
commitment on the part of the people and accountability and transparency
from the government. It will also require a swift action by the government,
but in the event the latter is incapacitated, a task force with a dynamic ad
hoc committee of Ethiopian intellectuals, professionals, and ordinary
patriotic citizens must be established for the sole purpose of preserving
Ethiopian unity by promoting a pan-Ethiopian agenda and keeping
ethnocentric politics at bay.

The third commentator is Lt. General Tsadkan Gebre Tensae. General
Tsadkan, like the two commentators mentioned above, is deeply and
sincerely concerned about the stability of Ethiopia and the welfare of the
Ethiopian people, and although he spoke out after years of silence, I believe
his remarks and analysis of the Ethiopian situation are timely and
constructive. Tsdakan, like Abebe, underscores the significance of the
constitution and democracy in bringing about change; I will state my own
position with respect to General Tsadkan's thesis later; for now, I like to
simply put an abridged form of his relatively lengthy article in Amharic:

U1 e+ AL ALCTT NAT 90+ PHPaMtT ANART 7AthP
MN$FY >, N0A +9NLP L9 NHU ToPE DN 7AThP YL T
PATRITR AT PATIEN 7AThP ATPNPNA ALCIM- NARHLZAT NIAA+HE
NIGAT® Ad& FHNPTF 1% LA°NLNAST PATRITC +60F P+hemy JoCem, dOUPE



+Z9°Mm P+NYLL goCsk, PAOAMTT Mt +PNAT ACPZH CM7T N1 NTLA
ANTANN PMIDTA:

AUT AT6TT PATNT Usd PUHAN AdRLF NADT9NT AR NAMID HP+E NPINTE
NUHNT dBYhA PAM- Rl /NG ARPLE P+diANTI MAF PNZFT NIAR
APty PUHNF PACH NCA dG@C AT8LdaPm PRl /Nt NALTI® M-AMP
ATETFTT NMIR PAANTE PARYOINT dRPEH(C PADL RJR AA™ PhAQ PPYN+E
NHYU P+7A9® UHM +h4 P&ZMNFE NPhNN®- FaICF Aty NFme ILA
(7ANT a®NANE) PaL FNFE UHMT AU PORFP@ ToIC R4L AT h84 F9PE
AT18F B4 A APA N&EHT MCM4 PINNT Uid @D 10 PAD-:

P+e14-£ UHN

P+ UHN NFEN &rT ATEEP ATRFAD- YIC aRAN+G NEh, N
N+tAPLRE @-L$+F LUT BT PT +PTL ALCY 10 PMLPANG-: NHU O-eh,
NAA aB378 A PANID:

AUT Y747 NRF13NT Ui AL a2 9Ph4.A P a3+ +mMmeany
A1mPeent:®

With respect to the possible scenario of civil strife and/or ethnic warfare
engendered by ethnocentric hate politics, General Tsadkan comes very
close to Major Dawit; he also shares the idea of foreign involvement in
Ethiopian affairs with Major Dawit, although he is proposing an
international observer group to monitor the Ethiopian elections. I
personally am not in favor of international observer group monitoring
Ethiopian affairs and this is for two main reasons: 1) As I have stated earlier
in relation to Dawit's idea of international intervention in Ethiopia,
Ethiopians (and by extension other Africans) are capable of solving their
problems; and 2) if international observers always monitor our affairs, when
are we going to overcome dependence on Westerners? The fierce sense of
independence of our fathers enabled Ethiopia to remain the only



independent country in Africa, and if that kind of resolve is rekindled by the
present generation of Ethiopians, I believe we could overcome the
seemingly insurmountable and compounded political problems without the
help of foreign forces.

But in terms of the use of the constitution and the employment of the
democratic process, Tsadkan entertains virtually the same ideas as Abebe,
but the big question remains. Can Ethiopians make the constitution a
working paper at this point and are the Ethiopian people going to enjoy a
democracy that would enable them to install a government that would, in
turn, represent their interests?

One other thing that General Tsadkan wants to remind Ethiopians is
surrounding the psychology and position of the people of Tigray in regards
to Ethiopia. He clearly stipulates and clarifies that the people of Tigray view
themselves as chief actors in the founding of the Ethiopian nation, as well
as in its achievements and failures.

Since the ascendance of the EPRDF to power, Ethiopian ethno-nationalists
increasingly evolved anti-Tigrayan sentiments and began to be suspicious
of Tegrawot as a whole as extensions of TPLF; and Tegrawot in the Diaspora
especially had to unwittingly prove their Ethiopian identity to other non-
Tegrawot Ethiopians. It is in this context that General Tsadkan’'s message
has to be perceived.

There are many wonderful non-Tigrayan Ethiopians who are not blinded by
ethnocentric politics and who understand the contribution of Tigray to the
evolution of Ethiopia and I will quote some of them below for the purpose
of opening a platform of understanding among Ethiopians and also for
promoting a pan-Ethiopian agenda, an agenda that I see as the most
crucial panacea in solving the current Ethiopian political crisis. Before I cite



several views on Tigray, however, I like to first include here a part of a
relevant essay that I wrote in 2003. The title of the essay is Hail the People
of Tigray, Defenders of Ethiopian Sovereignty and Custodians of its
Civilization; and this is what [ said in part:

It all began in Tigray. Tigray is the cradle and hub of Ethiopia’s ancient
civilization. In Tigray, Ethiopia’s future seems to contend its past while the
present testifies cyclical historical events as constant reminders of the
distant and near past. In Tigray, the modern period seems to lend the
requisite touch of antiquity, as if to deliberately endure uninterrupted
Ethiopian political state. After all, this quintessentially Ethiopian northern
regional state is the plain field of ancient civilization and unparalleled
conventional wisdom, and as the custodian of that epic African ingenuity’

Unlike the narrow nationalists who vent hatred against Tigrayans there are
numerous Ethiopians who wanted to embrace the pan-Ethiopian agenda
and want to tell the truth about their Tigrayan brethren; here are some of
them:

On July 19, 2016 Mulualem Gebremedhin wrote a very interesting piece on
the people of Tigray and appealed to Ethiopians to make distinction
between the TPLF and Tigrayans; the title of his essay was P+9142% AHMN
A$P: UDATT MNP! A7 LCI10-:"° Roughly translated, it means Lets Go Easy
on the People of Tigray and Firm on the TPLF; I recall very well the same
title with a similar content presented by Negede Gobzie some years ago,
but I still want to extend my gratitude to Mulualem for his contribution to
pan-Ethiopian nationalism.

Another Ethiopian with good intentions and love of Ethiopia by the name
Nesibu Sebhat, who incidentally survived the Red Terror of the Derg and
who is author of &6-9® 10 A9P1+I $2 ANC- Ph&+q 15 AD-1+4 F40 has



the following to say about the people of Tigray although he was highly
critical of General Tsadkan'’s article:

Pto14-L AHN NATRIRT NATCSPRI+R NCE PA 4NZ+NAN 10 AT9LL
INZHNAN PARNT® YDAT AFTPLPRIT RCPM 1@ NChF ANPT 7899%
PATRI+ RALRT SFM: 4L PATERP ALY TF: 98P ATILL
PATEZPPIT NF ALLPT PheC AHNT PhCP 2A 10 2U 4NZ+NA
ATEEPT APME AATIATR: BU INZ+HNN NACTLAN ACNTT ATR1T AL
AHTF AANBAGR: "

Similarly, another Ethiopian by the name Meyisaw Tatek has contributed
interesting piece entitled “Ethiopia and Gonder, Tigray and Gonder”, a
timely essay if carefully read in light of the massive popular demonstration
in Northern Gonder. The people of Gonder, like most Ethiopian people, are
brave and patriotic Ethiopians but what is relevant to our present
discussion is Meyisaw's presentation on the affinity of the people of Tigray
and Gonder and here is how he put it:

T14-25 118C

Y7477 AFEEL mAR NPT NFeh Nm NF94L +OAET NF+aRe 2y
PADECPM AR LATD: F914-27 NAFER L ART TPF AdN PAAD ANA MR
NI+HEDELP FEAT PAD &M-C 2UTA: NeLID FZNTFT Y14FT ATEKPT
NEPC AL ANLTE NPT ARV FPT Y2 AP FP A0DL.L AL ALEID HODGH
NN+8L4 174 +F AT AT TNLAPNPAT A1 YR ACTRA NNt ARF9 A+ PAR M
m/PF AUPF NYLMP+H NNATR AT N6-0 PEN AT AZIP HENZEID AT $8.0
P4E HANMRIRI NPCAN 1H F4NTFT L9 AT A% ©AhTNE FA% ACNT AT 4N AkA
AN 17 NF9LL AN PHTTF PAFERP F2h NALMT PARPC ANFI4NATE
1MFT LCMT TFa-:"?

While the above mentioned kind words and constructive perceptions on
the people of Tigray as well as the observations of the three commentators



including mine that were written years back meaningfully contribute to
pan-Ethiopian agenda, it is worrisome that most Ethiopians are for the most
part reactive to spontaneous events; it is about time that Ethiopians must
acknowledge the significance of a proactive rather than reactive political
action. We Ethiopians generally are reactive in many of our activities and we
act only when we encounter a problem. On the other hand, if we are
proactive we will plan ahead of time and prepare for any eventuality; and it
is for this apparent reason that I cautioned fellow Ethiopians of the coming
of ethnocentric politics 21 years ago (see quote from my book above).
Similarly, a decade ago, I contributed an article entitled AR+ PaNE
P7Ath Ntet8 4PN PUATY F2NP hALTT 10 that is already mentioned
on page 1 of this article, and in that piece an attempt was made to define
what ‘nationality’ means while at the same time I tried to provide solutions
for ethnocentric politics that undermines pan-Ethiopian nationalism. Please
read what I wrote in that article with care:

MITDI° AIC MBL A& PP HCT 10 ALINGT ALMEN "ATE&L” PaRA NF
1™ @3N PANTE hUAIR PHCS 14 mP9PT 7Ath PATEZP AE18 o>
PNALYFT dPH PANT: HCST 14 FIRUCHE NUF PHTHq goCoRC aeeehT
NALT NNt A1C MBE AFCE PP ATRIN ATL MCUT 7AN APLISFO-
L30T AM-LLFID NPT dAB&/N PANTFEI® NAe PIRTA: NATIG PAhHN ATE T
AT8LLACH NPT LF7AAL PUATR NACT AMFATT ATIZI1D At +7
ERLAL AT NACTT NAlANT PELPLA: PNNEAI NFEh: NILMPF:
NI°ML-YNFP 71 PF P+&¢TF PTFOT Nhdd £77HNA: hAg® NAL
£99R; KIC M88. MIFMIC A FE&HPM PATE NAL ANA PPIDT AT8IMaY,
MPrY: AFESPRIT 917 NFZh O+7IN RPRT NEM- £77HNA: 22U NPAA
RACE AT8U TAT 10-- AL AN AL PP PTHo14-L +MAE: PATL: ACTP:
T 8T MH+ ANA ALY PFAMD A78IMa, A%E P NA NASPL hHU
NhC ALMEC NA NARIRLm RELATD: AT8U PA ANTT +APFID FL-49D
AL FMPIC: AMLLFI® AP CTR::



Once I emphasized the significance of a pan-Ethiopian agenda over narrow

ethnic proclivities, I also proposed some solutions in the same article

before Ethiopia is engulfed with ethno-nationalism; and I urge the reader to

read my proposed solutions in the context of when we did not encounter

yet ethnic movements and protestatins. Here is what I wrote then:

1.

ATETTY ATIMSTNC NIC 248 TMANT NIINCID AL+

2. P0G PHC KBS Uk HNMIL: AP 3174
3. PNACT PNAA ABISPTF ARIC-AP& KBTS +PL1T +PTPT P

PANTF@-gO

PIA NF ALUT PYLMMPHIR 9L ARTPT ATSL 8N M 1PE ML
NACTEAN +PULST ANAIRT ILaMFTF M6pe AIDTTF PATFM- A TO&PO-PY
52My+FM-G ATRIFFE ATENNZATED L2 '52MPTE P9A: AIC
Pos @UPEY ALTIR MUY APHYITPANTI™:

MITM-I° IHE A1C-AP&E AETE NNCEPL dO+aNC NATLFA: 1P+
UATFO HPTE APIE @IFF: NTALID ALY Nl 1T ATINDIE
(AAFRFIR  ALPC NADL) ATMéE:  UA  NMA+TC TS FFo-
Pam8NCNT 218 EML AANT::

NE A1C-APE AETE AMR+INC NEADT ATEEPM-PT NA™A PR A+4NTF
me/ntg MANCT eEMC AANT: PATCXPM-PF THANC MLID
P7Ath TCt 1@ htNA La9e aePe4. PF +NAe AR AR NhlCTS
NAlANF P4 UPT AANT: PUF +PPM 384T (11T $T7ET)
NaeA 184 4NL-NhC TFD MAT LFAA: AL PT NAD- F9CT @D
ATIEY NHLAT 917 P& PhhT MRPEC AL TRAA TIPF AANT: AP
PeC e7ALh TCHPTF AT AIC-AP& TCt CTUNAD AhhT NF 1NC
(@RATR NHU 218 @ AhAT EMIA)E N7Ath TE94M™ NF AT
UATR PATER S NCTF PPL AhhT NF INC: LU+ TCEPT PECOH-
PhhhT PEC NN+A (TCEE AThT AAINZOR9D AT AL PATRE
£nanitgn 4nZar) A& P NARS+ FOMAT:



7. N+FA @MY AFCEPYT PAMAN ACTIPTFST TRANTT ATE A8
PhNZHNANTY ANA AHN: NP FIR 2T NHFHPPL ABY78 Pa PAM )L
ACTIPF PATHYTN Ao/ MA:"

By way of concluding, I like to reiterate the urgency of establishing an all-
Ethiopia task force for the redemption of Ethiopia, but the composition of
this task force should decidedly reflect the diversity of Ethiopia and should
at least include major nationalities like Oromo, Amhara, Tigray, and if
possible other Ethiopians from Gambella, Beni Shangul Gumuz, Afar,
Somalia, and the Southern nationalities. It should never bear the name of
‘Ethiopia’ and yet is led and administered by one or two dominant
Ethiopian nationalities.

The main mission of the task force should be: 1) to open a platform for
Ethiopian intellectuals from all nationalities to openly and candidly discuss
a pan-Ethiopian agenda with themes focused on the unity, stability, and
peace of Ethiopia; 2) following series of discussion by a panel of Ethiopians,
the task force must publish the proceedings and post/distribute them so
that Ethiopians all over read and give feedback to the task force; this will
create a positive discourse at mitigating ethnocentric politics and reuniting
Ethiopians; 3) the task force should revitalize or reinvigorate Ethiopian
patriots such as Alula Aba Nega; Balcha Aba Nefso; and Belai Zeleke (just to
mention few) to the relatively older Ethiopian generation, and reintroduce
or regenerate these patriots to the young generation of Ethiopians. This is
going to be a wonderful opportunity in restoring pan-Ethiopian nationalism
while at the same time discouraging and defeating ethno-nationalism. The
task force also must carefully study the current popular movements that
have erupted in the Oromia and Gonder areas (I theme I mentioned earlier);
the movements are genuine peoples uprising but they are not pan-
Ethiopian and most importantly they lack organized leadership; we must



learn from the realities of the 1974 Ethiopian Revolution, in which all
Ethiopian people from all sectors rose against the status quo, but clearly
there was dearth of leadership to organize and guide the revolution, and as
a result the military hijacked the popular movement and assumed power.

There will be, per force, challenges to the mission and objectives of the task
force; most Ethiopians love their country and they will support the noble
mission of the task force, but some diehards will go against it; there are
three kinds of diehard Ethiopians: 1) some intellectuals that masquerade
among Ethiopian communities and deliberately foment ethnocentric values
and hate; their mission is not known but they are clever at deception and
they should not be allowed to further incite ethnic phobia against any
Ethiopian ethnic group; 2) the second group include former Derg members
and former Emperor Haile Selassie’s government officials; the latter is
phasing out and it is split into two: a) some repatriated to Ethiopia after
showing their support to the EPRDF; and b) some who prefer to stay in the
Diaspora and oppose the EPRDF (“Woyane” as they want to call it); these
group ironically has formed alliance with the former Derg members who
were involved in the murder of their bosses; 3) the third group
encompasses multitude of ordinary Ethiopians who are either less
educated, unexposed, and had no knowledge of Ethiopian politics prior to
1991. They are a generation under age 40 and most of them were either
kids or teenagers when the EPRDF assumed power; they are confused and
disoriented but they have a great potential in recapturing the history, glory,
and magnificence of Ethiopia if the task force opens their eyes and
enlighten them; they are young and dynamic and they could change in
spite of their current hatemongering behaviors. The young Ethiopians that
are part of group 3 are victims of fragmented consciousness and a
subconscious to hate that evolved following the establishment of the ethnic
demarcated Ethiopia, but they have also been targeted by Groups 1 and 2



who fed them perpetual bitterness; they, therefore, need help from public
intellectuals and patriotic Ethiopians who love their country and who
genuinely want to promote pan-Ethiopian agenda. Groups in 1 and 2 will
not change because they are old, lethargic, unwilling to change, and could
not keep up with the young blood in group 3. This has been the fate of
Ethiopia thus far but we can change the course if we have the commitment
and love for our country.
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