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‘Tale of Agame’ is a compilation of many oral traditions, history, culture,
and genealogy of the people of Agame in what is today the Eastern
District of Tigray, Ethiopia. In order to preserve the authenticity of
historical facts, the themes in the tale are presented in their originality in
Tigrigna, Amharic, and English.

The etymology of the word Agame is not known although some oral
historians contend that it is a derivation of A’/gam, a thorny tree that has
symbiotic relationship with the cactus tree. Some also attribute Agame to
Ga’'me, a hairstyle of young women. In any event, the word is a pre-
Tigrigna term and it may have other meanings.

King Seme Il founded the Royal House of Agame in the first quarter of
the 17" century (circa 1620s) in Addigrat and the surrounding area known
as Ganta Afe Shum.

King Seme’s ancestors come from Lasta, in northern Wello and his
descendants dominated the northern half of the Ethiopian plateau for
almost three centuries. The genealogy of King Seme (Dagmawi Seme as
he was popularly known) is documented in 7he Origins of the People of
Entrea (aowlot G0 T (., avl-Al 9°AN) by Gebre lyesus Abay:
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