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This annotated bibliography on the new and recent publications on Ethiopia is intended to
present a brief summary, assessment, evaluation of, and reflection on the books. Some of
the books are written in English and others in Amharic, and the bibliography, hence, is in
both languages in order to retain the authenticity and originality of the contents of the
books as presented by the authors to the reader.

Note: Since all authors are Ethiopians or of Ethiopian origin, in this annotation, although
we employ the Chicago Manual Style, we will not use the ‘last name, first name’ method.
Instead, we will preserve the Ethiopian traditional name calling of ‘first, last name’ style.

Gedion Wolde Amanuel. ‘Game Changers’ of Identity Politics in Ethiopia. Addis
Ababa, 2012

This book is dedicated to Walelign Mekonnen and Martha Mebrahtu, two prominent
leaders of the Ethiopian Student Movement (ESM) and who sacrificed themselves at the
Home Front led by the University Students Union of Addis Ababa (USUAA). The bulk
of the contents of the book are on the national question or question of nationalities in
Ethiopia as propounded and promoted by the ESM. Some articles compiled by the editor
also deal with the Eritrean question and subsequent ethnic federalism in Ethiopia.

What makes the book interesting is its presentation of contrasting views and perspectives,
as well as some revelations with respect to the complex Ethiopian politics of the 1970s,
1980s and beyond, including some mystery regarding subterfuges, and infiltrations that
some organizations suffered from. This book is also significant because it contains seven
appendices in Ambharic, all but one, authored by Walelign Mekonnen.

Seyoum Haregot. The Bureaucratic Empire: Serving Emperor Haile Selassie.
Trenton, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2013

The Bureaucratic Empire has five parts and thirty-three chapters, and the contents range
from governance to public sector management, to the creeping coup d’etat of the military
junta. In between these topics, important themes such as Ethiopia’s adverse relations with
Somalia, Haile Selassie’s visit to China, the arrest of the Aklilu Cabinet, and the rise of
the military regime that ended monarchic rule in Ethiopia are thoroughly examined from
the author’s distinct vantage point, his hindsight, and his performance as professional
diplomat at the service of the Emperor.



The book furthermore provides important information in regards to the inner circle of
Emperor Haile Selassie’s Government and the machinations and convoluted political
practice as experienced and witnessed by the author himself.

For review of this book, google the title or open the following link:
www.africanidea.org/The%20Bureaucratic_empire_Ghelawdewos_Araia.html

Bulcha Demeksa. My Life: My Vision of the Oromo and Other Peoples of Ethiopia.
Trenton, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2013

Bulcha Demeksa’s book, in many ways, is similar to Seyoum Haregot’s book, because
both authors were high-ranking government officials in Haile Selassie’s Government, and
both were insiders in that regime, so to speak. However, while Bulcha is focused on his
life, his education, and his financial expertise when he served under Minister Yilma
Deressa, Seyoum is more into the politics of Haile Selassie’s Government, his
involvement in diplomacy, and in his close contact with the Emperor.

The contents of My Life essentially reflect the rich and diverse resume of the author.
However, while some topics in the many chapters are easy to understand, others that deal
with the author’s involvement in politics very much reflect controversies and the hard
struggles Bulcha waged under his party, the Oromo Federalist Democratic Movement
(OFDM) and his association with the Awash International Bank.

For review of the Book, open the following link: www.africanidea.org/My-life.html

Zewde Gabre-Sellassie. Yohannes IV of Ethiopia: A Political Biography. Trenton,
NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2014

This edition of the book is revised and updated by the author and posthumously published
by the Red Sea Press. The Thirteen chapters of the book cover Yohannes’ period in the
context of power struggle within Ethiopia, the FEthiopian-Egyptian conflict, the
reunifications of the Ethiopian regions, the encroachment of the Italians, and the Battle of
Metema of 1889 that sealed the fate of Emperor Yohannes and changed the political
landscape of the region forever. The chapters are also reinforced by nine appendices that
carry important documents, including letters and correspondences exchanged between the
contending forces within Ethiopia and outside Ethiopia.

In a nutshell, as Edward Ullendorff, states in his preface to the first edition of the of the
Book (1975), “The work embodied in this book represents the fruit of long study and

profound knowledge of the events and personalities of the time on the part of the author.”

For review of the Book, www.aftricanidea.org/Yohannes IV_political Biography.html

Ayalew Yimam (Mukhtar). The Ethiopian Student Movement and the National
Question. Maryland, USA: Signature Book Printing, 2013

This book is a compilation of three decades of struggle of the Ethiopian Student
Movement in general, and as its title suggests, the question of nationalities, in particular.
It is selected and introduced by Ayalew Yimam and Ghelawdewos Araia has contributed
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the Foreword. Extracts from the Foreword satisfactorily explicate the contents of the
book as follows: The Ethiopian Student Movement and the National Question: Basic
Documents, complied by Ayalew Yimam, is a result of decades of painstaking collection
of data and carefully assembled documents of the Ethiopian Student Movement (ESM) in
order to render authenticity to the events that have unfolded during the course of the
student upheaval. The distinct advantage of compiling old documents in the form of a
book does not only furnish the political agenda, activities, and encounters of the ESM but
it also makes it easier for the reader to explore and examine the commitment of the
Ethiopian students to the larger Ethiopian society while at the same time serving as a
readily available textbook for reference desks in libraries.

Ghelawdewos Araia. Ethiopia: Democracy, Devolution of Power, and The
Developmental State. Hamden, Ct: Institute of Development and Education for Africa
(IDEA), 2013

As its title suggests, this book has three parts that contain seventeen chapters which, in
turn, discuss analytic and historical framework; what Ethiopia can learn from American
democracy; what Ethiopia can learn from European democracies; what Ethiopia can learn
from some African countries; political culture in the Ethiopian context and the mindset of
Ethiopians; the contribution of education to Ethiopia’s democratic transformation; and
institutionalizing democracy in Ethiopia — the last topic of Part I of the Book, includes the
following subtitles: what Ethiopia can learn from its own historical experience;
preconditions for a democratic Ethiopia; and obstacles to democratization in Ethiopia.

Part II examines a comparative perspective on devolution of power under the Derg
regime, and under the EPRDF. However, the chapters in this Part also discuss the
evolution and making of modern Ethiopia, with particular focus on the reigning period of
the last Emperor in Ethiopian history.

Part III, Chapter 13, is focused on the developmental state and the chapters discuss the
political economy of Ethiopia’s development agenda in the context of theoretical
considerations and vis-a-vis other developmental states such as Japan, the high
performing Asian economies collectively known as the Tigers, China, Brazil, India, and
Botswana. Chapters 14, 15, and 16 are respectively on agricultural, industrial, and
educational developments in Ethiopia; and the final chapter (17) entitled ‘Reconciling
Democracy, Devolution of Power, and The Developmental State (DS), entertains sub-
topics such as ‘reinforcing democracy and the DS in the context of democracy and
governance; ‘the role of the DS in nurturing the domestic economy and attract global
investment’; and ‘the EPRDF and the future of Ethiopia’.

For review of the Book, please view www.africanidea.org/Tariku Debretsion.html

Asayehgn Desta. From Economic Stagnation and Dependency to Democratic
Developmental State. Trenton, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2014

This book explores the political economy of Ethiopia during the 1930s and 1940s and
delves into the human capital and economic changes under Emperor Haile Selassie, and
critically examines the ‘myth of military socialism’ of the Derg. The above themes are
discussed in chapters 1 through 4. In chapters 5 through 14, the author explicates
important issues surrounding the command economy, ethnic federalism, micro credit for
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poverty alleviation, the Japanese Kaiser economic management style, China’s south-
south cooperation and investments in Africa, economic growth and inflation, the
Malaysian development model, and the continuing saga of globalization and comparing
Ethiopia’s development strategies to that of Malaysia.

From one of the blurbs on the book, Henry M. Levin has the following to say: “This book
demonstrates the complexity of economic growth and development and the intertwined
relationship between economics and politics. It represents an important interpretation for
the historical dynamics of Ethiopia that are also lessons from other countries.”

Addis Alem Balema. Democracy and Economic Development in Ethiopia. Trenton,
NIJ: The Red Sea Press, 2014

This work is a PhD dissertation turned a scholarly book and the author discusses
important topics and themes such as theory of democracy and economic development;
history; transition and political actors; constitutional issues and political reform;
devolution of power; the Eritrean question, independence, and its aftermath; economic
development under the EPRDF Government; and democracy and economic development
in Ethiopia. The above titles are discussed in chapters 1 to 9. Chapter 10 entitled
‘Concluding Remarks’, is the last chapter of the book and the author discusses the
evolution of modern Ethiopia and clarifies his viewpoint (and by default, his position) on
the themes of the chapters mentioned above

From one of the blurbs on the book, this is what Andreas Eshete had to say: “Addis Alem
Balema addresses the question of how the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has
embarked on the joint pursuit of promoting democratic rule and advancing development,
especially the daunting challenge of defeating dire destitution. Whether or not democracy
and development are rival or mutually supportive ideals is a widely contested issue in
theory and in practice alike. Addis Alem Balema shows how Ethiopia’s peculiar
circumstances compelled a simultaneous commitment to the quest for political and
economic emancipation.”

Solomon Ejigu Gebreselassie. The Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party: Between
A Rock and A Hard Place, 1975-2008. Trenton, NJ: The Red Sea Press, 2014

Solomon Gebresleassie’s book is the latest of the many books written in English on the
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party (EPRP) that have mushroomed in recent years as
reflections on past experiences, and that have been circulating for public consumption.
This book begins with the end game in the context of an urban setting, and according to
the author, “it was the beginning of the slide to face more challenging times, and the time
that signaled the push to leave the stage for other, anti-Ethiopian opposition actors.” This
is the opening statement of Chapter One, and under this chapter, themes such as the
Youth League, the forced confessions, the Fourth EPRP CC Plenum, internal turmoil, the
urban defense wing, relations with the Tigray Peoples Liberation Front (TPLF) and the
Eritrean fronts, EPRP in the eyes of foreign writers are thoroughly examined and
discussed.

While Chapter Two is essentially about the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Army
(EPRA) retreat from Tigray to Eritrea, Chapter Three is a synthesis of the sociological
dimension of the struggles waged by the EPRP in relation to women’s oppression, the
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religious divide, and educating the peasant masses against false beliefs and bad practices.
Chapter Four discusses the Second Party Congress and the Ethiopian Democratic Union
(EDU) distraction, and Chapter Five is about the ‘TPLF confrontation: Round 3’. Chapter
Six is about EPRA defection, a narrative that well depicts the consequences of series of
conflicts. While Chapter Seven discusses EPRP’s relations with China and Sudan,
Chapter Eight questions the democratic nature of EPRP. Chapter Nine revisits the women
issue touched upon by Chapter Three and elaborates the role of women in the early stages
of the EPRP and during the 1974 Revolution. Chapter Ten, the last chapter, is dedicated
to EPRP in exile and other opposition groupings that have attempted to form a united
front.

Note: the books published by the Red Sea Press can be obtained by directly calling
the publisher at 1-609-695-3200 or 1-609-638-5784
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